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Picture the scene.
..
It’s late in the evening, calm and flat, on the final day of the rowing season.  Sixteen girls sit, tense and nervous, shuffling about in their boats.  The umpire raises his flag.  They’re ready, have been waiting for this moment ever since they first started rowing all those months ago.  Feels like years, no matter now.  Eyes up and in, fixed on the neck of the girl in front.  
‘Attention,’ cries the umpire, one last breath, no time for thoughts now...  ‘GO’
Blades flash, puddles splash, bodies lean and coxes scream.  Nerves disappear, pain begins, up goes the rate, up goes the heartbeat, it’s their time, their race.  Nothing, no one matters now except the next 210 strokes.  All to prove that Newcastle is better than Cardiff, England is better than Wales, that we’re better than them.  The rowing is together, it’s like one, many limbed creature is propelling this boat, the same movements from everyone, disciplined and regimented.  They start to edge ahead, no quitting now.  Halfway, time to go, time to end this, to end them.  Eyes tight shut, there will be no memories of this part, just a wish that it was over.  Into the final sprint they come.  One, cheeky glance out the boat, no one will mind.  We’re up and staying here, through the line to the cheers of the supporters, arms upraised, exhaustion flooding in.  Control it, enjoy it, it’s done, won and finished.  The stroke girl is being sick, the cox is yelling something, legs are getting heavier, elation fills them.  10 months of pain for this moment.  It’s so worth it.
It is not often that our women grab the spotlight.  Rowing is still languishing in male dominated antiquity, with Henley Royal Regatta the most glaring example.  However, this year Newcastle’s women truly showed their class and determination to prove that rowing knows no gender boundaries.  
The novice women had had a year of mixed fortune.  They had the squad, the talent and the ability to sweep all before them, but for the majority of the season they had fallen painfully short of glory.  Losing the novice category at Womens’ Head of the River by less than three seconds to two Oxford crews, catching a crab in the final sprint in the final of BUCS regatta and cracking under pressure at the Northern Boat Race they seemed destined to go down as the crew that snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.  Then came Women’s Henley.  A new crew was formed containing the full range of rowing firepower.  With Emily Field’s experience, Lydia Woods’ stroking, Ellie Earp’s power and determination they finally looked like the finished article.  The question was, would their racing reflect their ability? Or would they succumb to the pressure once again?  With a racy fourth fastest qualifying time, they were set for a semi final clash with arch rivals Durham.  First they had to navigate a draw that included St Catherine’s College and Edinburgh University.  
I wish I could say it was tense and closely fought.  But in truth our women blew their opposition out of the water.  They withstood challenge after challenge, dealt Durham a defeat to discern who were in the final and then crushed Cardiff’s challenge when the moment came.  To the unlearned eye it was a simple matter of producing it on the day, but to those who have rowed in and around the NUBC novice women it was a victory that was sorely needed and much deserved.  
Congratulations have
 to go to each and every member of the winning crew: Lydia Woods, Emily Field, Amanda Wilson, Ragne
 Skarra
, Marte
 Flaat
, Eleanor Earp, Ami Hodges and Mina Jones Walters and their coach Jay 
Roberts
.
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NUBC Members Past and Present at FISU, Belgrade
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A note on the Newsletter,
In the interests of keeping in contact with all the oarsmen and women who have gone through our boathouse in Newburn, the current committee 
produce 
this Newsletter. 
The aim 
is have
 a lasting tool for previous members and future NUBC rowers to keep in touch after perhaps leaving Newcastle; to stay informed of upcoming events; to follow the progress of the club and alumni rowers.
Your support in making this enterprise, The Blue Star, will no doubt prove to be invaluable and will be to the benefit of all.
We hope to hear from you soon,
The Committee 
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Fancy a trip? Amsterdam? Come on it will be a 
lad’s
 night out in the Dutch capital of culture, a break from the Tyneside training schedule, grab fifteen mates and let
’
s get going.  Sweet thinks I.  Should be a good laugh.  One catch however.  We’ve got to row there.  Quicker than an international ferry.  Ah.
So that’s what’s happened
 on November 7
th
.  Sixteen insane athletes
 boarded
 a ferry in the Port of Tyn
e with two ‘ergos’ and sprinted
 full p
elt for 16 hours and 30 minutes needing an average split below 1.51. 
 In the long, exclusive history of athlete vs. ferry racing, this one ranks amongst the very best.  It was tense, sometimes it was close, sometimes it wasn’t. Most of the time we couldn’t tell because all we could see was sea, the rest of the time we were asleep.  It was, however, extremely challenging.  Rowing for 16 minutes is hard enough, let alone 16 hours!  Our President, Andrew Corrigan, along
 
with strategists Ruaridh Macphee, Rebecca Palmer, 
Andrew Curry and 
Emily F
ield, formulated a plan to conquer machine and nature.  We were tempted to just ask Ed Ford, our resident nutter 
to just do
 it for us whilst the rest 
had a schmoke and a pancake
, but
 we
 agreed that this wasn’t really in the spirit of things a
nd so decided on a relay system.
  Two teams of eight sprinted the start with three minutes each.  Then one team retired to bed whilst the other continued in ten minute stints, they swapped and then blasted the final hour together.  Advocates of 
NUBC will be thrilled to hear that, in true blue star style, we absolutely destroyed the ferry.  Figuratively speaking we blew it out of the water.  
Winning by a margin of
 
1 hour 24 minutes, which, I can assure you, is a large margin in terms of naval/athletic clashes is pretty epic.  This was all to raise money for the club and we are still working toward our target of £5,000 so any donations would be gratefully received.  For our next trick we’re racing a 747 across the Atlantic.
..
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European University Championships 2008, Zagreb
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Up and Coming
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Another hectic year for NUBC is fast gathering pace.  Seat trials await and, with disappointing results at Rutherford Head, there is a fight to finish.  Head races will come thick and fast with Tyne, BUCS, Durham, North of England and the Head of the River.  It would be great to see all and any of you bank side for any of these events.  The main congregation will, of course, take place at The Rut
land
 Pub in Hammersmith.  Drop in for a pint, or twelve, and watch the Blue Star dominate (hopefully).  
If you want to notify your past crew mates to an event, or even the entire club, send in an article. Even if you just want to inform the club of where you might have been, please send all that you wish and we shall be happy to hear from you.
To get in touch, please send e-mails to 
m.a.wilkojc@newcastle.ac.uk
) (
Many Thanks,
NUBC President
NUBC Publicity Officer
 
Andrew Corrigan
Andrew Curry
Mason Durant
m.j.durant@ncl.ac.uk
) (
www.ilovethebluestar.com
) (
Alistair Heathcote
Men’s 8+ Silver, Beijing
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Henley Winners 2008
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Judson and Walker at FISA Masters, Lithuania
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