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QUICK FACTS 
 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
Location: Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyne and Wear 

Established: School of Medicine and Surgery 1834, Kingôs College Durham 

and Newcastle University 1937, Newcastle University 1963  

Type: Public  

Chancellor: Lord Patten of Barnes 

Vice-Chancellor: Prof. Chris Brink 

Staff: 4500 

Students: 19700 

Campus: Urban 

Colours: Blue (University), Old Gold (Humanities), Royal Blue (Science), 

Palatinate (Medicine), Royal Blue, White and Red (Boat Club) 

Affiliati ons: Russell Group, EUA, N8 Group 

Director of Sport: Colin Blackburn 

Performance Sport Manager: Fraser Kennedy 

Sports Centre Website: www.ncl.ac.uk/cprs  

Boat Club Website: www.ilovethebluestar.com 
 

TEAM INFORMATION  

 
2008 Womenôs Head of the River Finish: 49

th 

2008 Head of the River Finish: 37
th
 - S3 winners

 

2008 BUSA Championships Finish: 2
nd

 

2008 Henley Royal Regatta: Prince Albert 

Challenge Cup winners 

2008 World University Championships: Menôs 

pair Bronze  

 

COACHING AND SUPPORT STAFF 
HEAD COACH: Angelo Savarino 

Office phone: 0191 222 8428, e-mail: 

angelo.savarino@ncl.ac.uk 

Office: The University Sports Centre, Newcastle 

University, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU 

ASSISTANT COACH: Charlie Mulholland 

E-mail: charliemulholland1@hotmail.com 

BOATMAN: Brad Jewell 

E-mail: bsj@tyneship.co.uk 
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NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY BOAT CLUB COACHING AND 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 
 
 
 

Angelo SAVARINO  

Head Coach 

 

Angelo Savarino starts this year 

his fourth season as NUBCôs 

Head Coach.  

Since he came to Newcastle in 

2005, the Blue Star has won at 

Henley Royal Regatta the Prince 

Albert Challenge Cup in 2008 

(the first time ever for NUBC), 

three Pennants at the Head of the 

River Race (S3 in 2008, S2 and University in 2006), a gold at 

the World University Championships with the menôs double in 

2006 and at the European Universities Championships with the 

menôs quad in 2006, three gold at the National Championships 

of Great Britain in 2008 (women U23 double and men U23 

single) and 2007 (women U23 double); the club has also come 

second twice in Victor Ludorum at the British Universities 

Association Sports Association (BUSA) Regatta in 2007 and 

2008. 

Named Coach of the Year by British University Rowing in 2007 

and Senior Coach of the Year 2006 & 2008 by the Northern 

England Rowing Council. 

His arrival at NUBC follows three successful years based at the 

Italyôs Paolo DôAloja National Rowing Centre at Piediluco, 

Umbria, where he was National Team Coach, Coach and Co-

ordinator of the Italian Junior and Senior Womenôs national 

teams, and Assistant Coach for the Italian Federationôs Rowing 

College. With Angelo as their coach, Junior Italian crews picked 

up five silver medals and one bronze at World Championships in 

2003 and 2004. Prior to that time, from 1994-2002 he was Head 

Coach at Circolo Canottieri (Rowing Club) Lazio in Rome, 

where athletes under his tutelage collected two gold, two silver 

and two bronze World Championship medals, and no fewer than 

14 Italian Championship victories. 

 

 

Charlie MULHOLLAND  

Assistant Coach/Novice 

Coach 

 

Charlie Mulholland is 

responsible for the novice 

squads, men and women, and 

assists the senior crews in the 

summer for the big regattas. 

Prior to coming to NUBC, 

Charlie rowed with Queen 

Elizabeth High School Boat 

Club, where he had the opportunity to cox future Olympians 

such as Matt and Pete Wells, Nottingham University and Tyne 

Rowing Club. He was involved in coaching the Tyne Juniors 

who in 2007 came third with the eight at the Schoolôs Head 

and won the Championship coxless four at the National 

Schools Regatta. 
 

Brad JEWELL  

Boatman 

 

Brad Jewell maintains and 

repairs NUBCôs boat fleet. With 

more than 12 years at NUBC he 

has become an invaluable 

resource both here and in his 

role as a member of the Friends 

of NUBC. Brad trained as a 

naval architect at Newcastle 

University and has designed and 

sold ships for most of his career. He has now turned his 

attention to smaller boats and has built up considerable 

expertise in the construction and maintenance of rowing craft. 

He not only maintains the NUBCôs fleet of boats efficient and 

ready, but also the entire boathouse in ship shape. 
 



 NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY BOAT CLUB - The Blue Star 

NUBC                              2009 Newcastle University Boat Club Media Guide 

 

2008 SEASON IN REVIEW 
 

The 2007-2008 has almost certainly been the 

most successful season ever, with many 

outstanding achievements, on the national 

and international stand. 

 

BRITISH INDOORS AND BUSA SMALL 

BOATS HEAD 

 

The first event of the season was in 

Birmingham in November at the British 

Indoor, where Nathan Oô Reilly, silver in the 

BUSA Lightweight, was joined on the 

podium in the team events by the women, 

gold in the seniors & freshers and by the 

men, silver in the freshers and bronze in the 

seniors. 

In the BUSA Heads in December and 

February there were some solid 

performances, with two silver, menôs quad 

and women pair, and four bronze medals, 

menôs eight and single, womenôs double and 

quad. 

 

HEAD OF THE RIVER 

 

In the Head of the River races in London on 

the Tideway in March, the womenôs eight 

came 49
th
 with a time penalty. 

Two weeks later, the menôs 1st VIII came 

37
th
 in a time of 18.39 and won the Senior 3 

Pennant. The senior menôs 2nd VIII 

completed the 7.5km course in a time of 

20.01 and came 214
th
. The novice menôs 

VIII consisting entirely of new athletes to the 

sport, came 242
nd

 which gave them the 5
th
 

place amongst the other BUSA novice 

crews.  

 

NOTTôS CITY AND BUSA REGATTA 

 

The regatta season had a good start for the 

Club at Nottôs City Regatta in Nottingham 

on Holme Pierre Pointe on 26
th
 April,  where 

there were wins in menôs Senior 1 eight and 

coxed four, womenôs Senior 2 double and 

quad. 

The following week at BUSA Regatta in 

Strathclyde the good status of the team 

brought a record breaking haul with nine 

gold, five silver and three bronze medals in 

the three days event. This was a truly 

outstanding result considering the small size 

of the menôs team - nine athletes strong and 

the womenôs team, five athletes strong, the 

menôs team winning four out of the six 

heavyweight championship events - pair, 

double, coxed four and quad. The 

Eponymous of the regatta was Fred Gill with 

a collection of 4 gold medals.  

For the second consecutive year NUBC was 

second in the Victor Ludorum. 

 

12
TH

 UNIVERITY BOAT RACE 

  

On Sunday 11
th
 May thousands of spectators 

went to the Newcastle/Gateshead quayside to 

watch the boat race between Newcastle and 

Durham. This year saw, despite great efforts 

and some very close races, the honours 

headed south to Durham. 

The senior menôs race was the closest of the 

day with the two crews locked along side 

each other under the Millennium Bridge. A 

clash of blades with less than 50 metres left 

saw the Durham crew emerge better off and 

take the Harry Clasper Trophy. 

NUBCôs coxed four with the Prince Albert 

Challenge Cup at Henley Royal Regatta. 

From left, M. Wilcojc, F. Gill, M. Durant, 

N. OôReilly, C. Johnson (Cox) 

 

HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA 

 

The Menôs coxed four went to Henley Royal 

Regatta (1
st
ï6

th
 July) unbeaten through the 

season, having won at Nottôs City, BUSA, 

Durham and Marlow Regattas.  

The menôs quad competing in the Prince of 

Wales Challenge Cup made the Friday, but 

the best NUBCôs result in Henley ever was 

still to come. 

Fred Gill, Mason Durant, Murray Wilkojc, 

Nathan OôReilly, Carolyn Johnson 

(Cox) gave a fantastic performance to win a 

Henley medal for the first time in almost a 

hundred years of the Clubôs history winning 

the Prince Albert Challenge Cup, beating 

University of West of England in the final 

with a verdict of two lengths. 

At the presentation ceremony they were in 

very good company, with Newcastle Alumni 

who also won their Henley medals - Henry 

Pelly, newly elected President for Cambridge 

winning the Stewards in the four and 

Richard Francis winning the Ladies plate 

stroking the Leander eight. 

 

UNDER 23 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

Not time for celebration for Fred Gill and 

Mason Durant who went straight into the GB 

training camp in preparation for the Under 

23 World Championships, held in 

Brandenburg 18
th
-20

th
 July as part of the GB 

eight. After winning the heats and coming 

second in the semi-final, they came 5
th
 in 

Final. 

 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

The same weekend, 2 gold medals were won 

at National Championships of Great Britain 

in Nottingham. Alice Leake and Steph 

Barnett won the Under 23 Womenôs double 

and a Bronze in senior double, Andy 

Corrigan winning the Gold in the Under 23 

Menôs single. 

 

OLYMPIC GAMES 

 

Alistair Heathcote became the second 

alumnus of Newcastle University Boat Club 

to join the ranks of Olympic medal-winners. 

Alistair, NUBC member from 1996-99 while 

studying Agriculture, now a serving officer 

in the Blue & Royals regiment, on the 

Shunyi rowing lake in Beijing was member 

of the GB menôs eight who finished in the 

Silver medal position. 

 

EUROPEAN AND WORLD UNIVERSITY 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

The long 2008 summer was not over yet, 

with the European University and World 

University Championships still to come, in 

Zagreb, 28
th
-31

st
 August and Belgrade, 4

th
-7

th
 

September respectively. 

At the European University Championships, 

the Womenôs double with Alice Leake and 

Steph Barnett won the Bronze medal and the 

menôs quad coming 5
th
 in the Final. 

A strong representation of six Newcastle 

current students and alumni competed in 

Belgrade for NUBC, the best performances 

from Fred Gill and Mason Durant Bronze in 

pair and George Laughton Bronze in the four 

then Richard Francis 4
th
 with the eight, 

Stephen Feeney 5
th
 in lightweight four and 

Charles DôOncieu 8
th
 in pair for Suisse.  
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INTERNATIONAL BLUE STARS 
OLYMPIC GAMES, WORLD AND EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS   

 

1952 
Olympic Games, Helsinki, Finland 

Simon Hobbs (Kingôs College)....................Spare  

 
1975 

World Championships, 
Nottingham , Great Britain 

Mark Hayter ô73ééé............6th place, GB 4x  

 

1976 
Olympic Games, Montreal, Canada 

Mark Hayter ô73ééé............9th place, GB 4x  

 

1996  
U23 Nationõs Cup, Hazewinkel, 

Belgium 
Ed Coode ô97éé...............Silver Medal, GB 4+  

Robert Latham ô97éééé......6th place, GB 8+ 

 

1997  
U23 Nationõs Cup, Milan, Italy 

Ed Coode ô97éééééé..é5th place, GB 2- 

 

 

World Championships, 
Aiguebelette, France 

Ed Coode ô97éééé.....Bronze Medal, GB 4+  

 

1998  
World Championships, Cologne, 

Germany 
Ed Coode ô97éééééé..é7th place, GB 8+ 

1999 
 World Championships, St 
Catherineõs, Canada 

Ed Coode ô97ééééé...Gold Medal, GB 4-  

 

2000   
U23 Nationõs Cup, Copenhagen, 

Denmark 
Ros Carslake ô01é............Gold Medal, GB W 2- 

 

Olympics Games, Sidney, Australia 

Ed Coode ô97ééé.............é.4th place, GB 2- 

2001  
U23 Nationõs Cup, Linz-

Ottensheim, Austria 

Ros Carslake ô01 ééé...é5th place, GB W 4-  

 

World Championships, Lucerne, 
Suisse 

Ed Coode ô97éééé...éGold Medal, GB 4- 

 

2002  
World Championships, Seville, 

Spain 
Ros Carslake ô01éééé...13th place, GB W 2- 

 

2003  
World Championships, Milan, Italy 
 Ed Coode ô97éé............Bronze Medal, GB 8+ 

 

2004  
World University Championships, 

Brive de la Gaillarde, France 
Andy Stubbs ô01........................5th place, GB 8+ 

 

U23 World U23 Regatta, Poznan, 
Poland 

Henry Pelly ô06 éé..........é.11th place, GB 4x 

 

World Championships, Banyoles, 
Spain 

Ros Carslake ô01é.....é6
th
 place, GB W 4- 

 

Olympics Games, Athens, Greece 
Ed Coode ô97ééé.............Gold Medal, GB 4-  

2005  
World U23 Championships, 

Amsterdam, Nederland 
Stephen Feeney ô09.......Silver Medal, GB LW 

4x 

George Laughton ô07é...........10th place, GB 8+ 

 

2006   
European Universities 

Championships, Brive de La 
Gaillarde, France 

 

Gold Medal, 4x 

George Laughton ô07é.........é.Henry Pelly ô06  

Richard Francis ô06éé.é. Stephen Feeney ô09 

 
 

 

Ed Coode second from left 2004 Olympic Gold Medallist with Matthew Pinsent, 

James Cracknell and Steve Williams 
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Commonwealth Games rowing 
Championships, Strathclyde, Great 

Britain 
Richard Francis ô06ééé.Silver Medal, NI 2x 

 

World U23 World Championships, 
Hazewinkel, Belgium 

Stephen Feeney ô09é.........6th place, GB LW 4- 

George Laughton ô07ééé15th place, GB 4x 

 

World University Championships, 
Trakai, Lithuania 

Gold Medal, GB 2x 

George Laughton ô07é.........é.Henry Pelly ô06  

 

 

2007  
 European Universities 

Championships, Banyoles, Spain 
Silver Medal, W2x 

Alice Leake ô09é.........é...é.. Katie Hutton ô07  

Bronze Medal, 8+ 

George Laughtonô07é............é.Henry Pellyô06  

Richard Francisô06é..éé.Andrew Corriganô09 

Charles DôOncieuô09....ééé.Simon Forsterô08 

Fred Gillô08éé.é.ééééMason Durant ô09 

6th place, 4x 

Joe Leiserachô07éééééé... Will Reidô09  

Sam Horrell ô08éé.éééé. Dan Cupit ô08 

World U23 World Championships, 
Strathclyde, Great Britain 

George Laughton ô07........Bronze Medal, GB 4+ 

 

World Championships, Munich, 
Germany 

Alastair Heathcote ô98éBronze Medal, GB 8+ 

 

 
2008   

European Universities 
Championships, Zagreb, Croatia 

Bronze Medal, W2x 

Alice Leake ô09é......é...é.. Steph Barnett ô08 

4th place, W4x 

Kate Jones ô08é.....................Abby Johnston ô10  

Alice Leake ô09é........é...é.. Steph Barnett ô08 

6th place, 4x 

Dan Cupit ô08é.........................é.Bill Hilderô09  

Murray Wilcojcô10ééé.....Nathan OôReillyô08 

U23 World Championships, 
Brandenburg, Germany 
5th place, GB 8+ 
Fred Gill ô08éééééé...Mason Durantô09 

World University Championships, 
Belgrade, Serbia 

Bronze Medal, GB 2- 

Fred Gill ô08éééééééMason Durant ô09 

George Laughton ô07é..éBronze Medal, GB 4- 

Richard Francis ô06éééé.é4th place, GB 8+ 

Stephen Feeney ô09éé...é5th place, GB LW 4- 

Charles DôOncieuô09ééé...é8th place, SUI 2- 

 

Olympic Games, Beijing, China 
Alastair Heathcote ô98éé Silver Medal, GB 8+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Laughton and Henry Pelly 2006 

University World Champions 

Alastair Heathcote 

third from  the left standing 2008 Olympic Silver medallist 
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THE UNIVERSITY BOATHOUSE 

 
The University Boathouse has been based 

at Newburn since 1953, a very short and 

easy drive from the centre of Newcastle. 

The river Tyne offers 35 km of undisturbed 

water extending from the National Park 

around Wylam to the coast, passing 

landmarks such as the Sage and Baltic and 

Newcastleôs seven famous bridges, 

including the Millennium Bridge. During 

the 19
th
 century the World Championship 

and the Championship of England were 

held on the Tyne between Scotswood 

Bridge and the Swing Bridge.  

The Boathouse in Newburn is the third 

used by the Boat Club.  

The first, located in Scotswood was rented 

in 1911 from the Northern Canoe Club by 

Armstrong College BC. The second was 

build at Stella in 1929 paid for by 

subscription from the College, the Athletic 

Union and the undergraduates of the 

College.  

In 1951 the land on which the Boathouse 

stood at Stella was requisitioned by the 

British Electrical Authority for the Stella 

South Power Station. A new boat house 

was designed in 1953 by Mr. Fielden and 

Mr. Wharfe of the University's School of 

Architecture and subsequently built on 

University land upstream of Stella at 

Newburn. When opened it was described 

as the 'finest boat house in the North of 

England'. The Boathouse today offers three 

bays for the boats, blades and launches, 

while in the two storey main building there 

is a meeting room for video assessments 

and a few ergometers, a communal room 

with kitchenette that can accommodate the 

rowers before and after training sessions 

plus the changing rooms. There are two 

sets of steps that permit boating in the 

changing conditions of the tidal river Tyne.
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